
The Remote Vocational Training Scheme (RVTS) has expanded its traditional workforce retention and training model 
by recruiting doctors to targeted remote communities with high medical workforce need. The aim is to enhance the 
attractiveness of rural and remote posts to high quality applicants to provide communities with a well-supported and 
sustainable GP workforce.
The initial pilot of the program in 2018-19 has successfully secured the services of six full-time doctors to six rural and
remote communities across Australia.
Targeted recruitment positions utilise existing RVTS training positions and infrastructure. The training is fully funded by the 
Australian Government and is a four-year GP training program delivered by Distance Education and Remote Supervision to 
Fellowship of the ACRRM and/or RACGP.

ABOUT TARGETED RECRUITMENT

Location

Mt Isa is the largest town 
in Western Queensland 
affectionately referred to as 
the ‘Oasis of the Outback’.
Mining is the town’s backbone, 
dominating the skyline as well 
as the local economy.
Visitors to Mt Isa comment on 
seeing a mirage of the town 
long before they arrive due to 
the mining infrastructure that 
dots the town.

Attractions

Upmarket restaurants, quality 
accommodation and a buzzing 
street vibe all add up to 
make Mt Isa a melting pot of 
culture and diversity, while 
the picturesque landscape 
remains a major draw-card.
The town can attest to being 
home to one of the most 
productive single mines and 
the southern hemisphere’s 
largest rodeo.

Housing

The median house value in Mt 
Isa is $240,572, while there 
is strong demand for units, 
with their prices competitive. 
The average rental of a three-
bedroom house is $380, while 
you can expect to pay $450 
a week for a four-bedroom 
house. 
Source: realestatesales.com.au, 
May, 2019.

Education

Children and young people in 
Mt Isa have access to a large 
number of government run 
and privately run primary and 
secondary schools.
In total, there are five state 
schools and three privately-
run schools.
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ABOUT
LEICHARDT
MEDICAL CENTRE

Leichardt Medical Centre is a family-run practice located in the 
heart of busy Mt Isa. 
The practice is run by Dr Ioselani Pouesi, who is supported 
onsite by a practice manager, registered nurse as well as an 
in-practice pathology service.
The medical centre is run by an appointment system, but 
patients suffering from medical emergencies can walk in at any 
time for assessment and treatment.
Leichardt Medical Centre is both a bulk billing and paid service 
that also caters for pension and health care card holders.
The medical centre caters for patients from newborn to the 
elderly.
Doctors at the practice can also refer patients to Mt Isa Base 
Hospital if deemed necessary.

The hospital has a range of services, including:
• Medical
• Surgical
• Intensive Care
• Paediatric
• Obstetric & Gynaecology
• 24 Hour Emergency Service
• Allied Health
• Palliative Care
• Oral Health

According to the most recent Census data, Mt Isa has an 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population of 13.2 per cent. 

Contact: Sandra Bukumirovic
Health Workforce Queensland
(07) 3105 7800
facebook.com/Leichhardtmedicalcentre

FAST FACTS

Referring hospitals

• Mt Isa Base Hospital, 
located in the same town

• Townsville Hospital 904 
km

• Brisbane 1823km 
• Cairns Hospital, about 13 

hours by road

Services

• Women’s Health
• Obstetrics
•  Antenatal care
• Postnatal care 
• Gynaecology 
• Skin excisions  
• Men’s Health
• Skin Cancer Clinic

Visiting specialists

• Cardiology
• Fly-in obstetrician
• Urology
• Orthopaedics
• Gastroenterology
• Radiology
• Neurosurgery
• Endocrinology
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